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But we have already spent more time upon this class of our enemies 
than they deserve. They can do us no possible harm. Few persons 
are silly enough to suppose that this dirty torrent of abuse, which is let 
out periodically to befoul the public, proceeds from anything like a clean 
source. Nobody believes that a regard for the common welfare alone 
dictates this persevering display of blackguardism. The personal motive 
which colors every sentence deprives the argument of the least claim 
to consideration, and the reader heeds it no more than he would the 
declamations of a convict against the policy of the law that condemned 
him. 



THE ART-UNION AND THE ARTISTS. 

In enumerating, in the preceding article, the different classes of oppo- 
nents the Art-Union is obliged to encounter, we mentioned that some of 
its most violent enemies were to be found amongst the artists. 
We stated, at the same time, that its relations with many of these gen- 
tlemen were of a very friendly character. This fact is so conspicuous 
in the every-day affairs of the Institution, and so gratifying to the Com- 
mittee, that we should have enlarged upon it more fully in that article, 
had we not desired to present therein, with great distinctness, the 
equally conspicuous fact that some artists have vehemently opposed us, 
and to explain the reasons, as we understood them, of that opposition. 
We think it proper now to fulfil the more grateful duty of recording the 
friendly expressions we have received from this class of the community. 
This is the more important, as it has been charged upon us that our in- 
tercourse with them has always been a series of exactions on our side, 
and of complaints on theirs. 

We cannot illustrate the point we desire to present more forcibly 
than by publishing such extracts, from the correspondence of the In- 
stitution, as our limits will permit, premising that what we offer is hut 
a small portion of the evidence our files furnish of the amicable rela- 
tions subsisting between us and the wise and enlightened members of 
that body which we are most preposterously accused of attempting to 

destroy. 

The following is an extract of a letter, dated October 19, 1849, to 
. . ) an artist, from an officer of the Art-Union :— 

"■Dfar Sir— Your communication, addressed to the Committee of 
Management, has been received. It is to be regretted exceedmgly that 
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you should have been misled by the well-meant action of the Committee 
in the purchase of the earlier works from your pencil. You, of course, 
cannot but be aware that one purchase does not necessarily imply that 
others will be made, unless the productions are likely to answer our pur- 
poses. The large picture, submitted early this season, did not at all come 
within the scope of our wishes. The size was a great objection. We 
have published in the Bulletin a request that artists who paint for us will 
not exceed twelve square feet. 'Tis true that we sometimes, for espe- 
cial reasons, deviate from this rule ; but these deviations only serve to 
make the rule more important to us. The last painting has not as yet 
been purchased for two reasons : first, because we have, for some months 
past, been largely in advance of our subscriptions. Last year, at this 
time, we had purchased 211 paintings, we now have 350. It was a 
matter of proper discretion for us, therefore, to await the progress of 
our income before extending still further our responsibilities The 
other reason was, that in some parts of the drawing the picture was 
thought to be faulty. It certainly could not be considered a favorable 
specimen of your works. Our great desire is, that each successive 
work we purchase from a young artist should be equal at least, and, if 
possible, superior to his previous productions. We do not think that in 
either of those submitted by you this year you have excelled those of 
former years. I can assure you of the most friendly feelings on the 
part of the Committee, aDd I regret that they have not been able in the 
present instance to meet your wishes as promptly as formerly. If you 
come to the city I should be glad to see you, as I think you could easily 
amend some slight inaccuracies of drawing, and I hope the condition of 
our resources may enable us to add the picture to our present list." 

To the above the following answer was received, dated November 19, 

1849 :— 

" Dear Sir — I have now the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of 
your very friendly letter, although a considerable interval has elapsed, 
since it came to hand. I would have replied sooner, but I wished at the 
same time to send a sort of practical refutation of the opinion the Com- 
mittee have formed of me, in the shape of a picture, which should at 
least equal my former attempts. If the picture which accompanies 
this shall be thought worthy to rank with my earlier pictures, t shall 
be well satisfied ; that it is better. I can hardly promise myself, since 
both this picture and the one which preceded it could not have been 
executed under more unfavorable circumstances than constant sickness 
in my family and the depression of mind naturally resulting from pe- 
cuniary embarrassment. If the Committee of Management do not re- 
gard me with the same favor as formerly, I hope they will allow this 
apology to have some little weight, and at least give me a further trial 
before they pronounce me as having stopped at mere mediocrity. I 
shall be extremely happy to receive any suggestions relative to the 
defects of the last picture which I sent, and will do myself the plea- 
sure to pay you a visit when I come to the city. In the interim, how- 
ever, I would offer the accompanying picture to them, and at a price 
far below what I have formerly received for similar pictures." 

We are happy to state that the work accompanying this letter was of 

decided merit, and that it has been purchased at the price named by 

the artist. 
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Extract of a letter from another artist, dated 

, Ohio, Nov. 14. 



" Your reception of my other picture was very kind and nattering, 
and has gone a great way towards compensating me for many years of 
almost hopeless labor. Your suggestions will always he kindly received, 
and will be of great service to me, as I have access to no works of art 
to study. You will confer a favor on me always therefore by your cri- 
ticisms." 

Extract of a letter from another artist, dated 

" , State of N. Y., Nov. 16. 

_" I send three pictures for examination and acceptance by the Com- 
mittee. With the pictures before sent, and which were so readily pur- 
chased, the Committee have seen all that I have accomplished on can- 
vas, the present season, with any satisfaction to myself. I hope that 
my earnest desire to render these works deserving the inspection of the 
Committee, and to do my best, will be taken in excuse for sending them 
so late in the season. I trust to receive some credit for my effort to 
depict the subjects chosen with faithfulness. I trust there may be 
something found in them to meet the approbation of the Committee, 
and I have perfect confidence that they will be as liberal towards me 
as circumstances will warrant. Will you accept my thanks for your 
kind personal services. I should feel grateful if you could find time to 
give me occasionally a word of special criticism.'' 

Extract of a letter from another artist, dated 

" August 6, 1849. 

" I have always been satisfied with the prices the Committee have 
given me, and I am so in this case. At the commencement of the pre- 
sent year I had not a dollar towards paying my expenses to Europe. I 
have received no assistance here, and it is entirely owing to the Art- 
Union that I am enabled to commence studying in Europe. But I had 
calculated upon the sale of a picture when 1 last wrote you, that I am 
now unable to dispose of before my departure. A. mercantile gentle- 
man, who made me the offer of §150 for it when unfinished, and would 
undoubtedly have given me my price for it when completed, has met 
with such severe losses within the past week that he is unable to pur- 
chase it. I am therefore compelled to send it for the consideration of 

the Committee. The subject is , and it might be named . 

Though the picture has one head less than the , yet it cost me 

muchmore labor, and I think $175 is a proper price for it ; but I leave 
it with the Committee, with their decision 1 shall be satisfied. 

The picture was purchased at the price named by the artist, and he 
is now pursuing his studies in Germany. 



SOME REMARKS ON THE LANDSCAPE ART, 

AS ILLUSTRATED BY THE COLLECTION OF THE AMERICAN ART-UNION. 

No. II. 
At the conclusion of our former paper on the exhibition, it was ob- 
served that our artists sometimes appeared to neglect the foregrounds 
of their landscapes, which ought always to be conceived and executed 



